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English 15, Section 66

do the write thing

MWF 11:15–12:05pm at 206 Wagner 

Spring 2006 

Octavio R. Gonzalez




Email: org101@psu.edu





Phone: 865-9805

Mailbox: 112 Burrowes 

Office: 236 S. Burrowes, Cub. J

Office Hours: TBA or by appointment

http://dothewritething.pbwiki.com/

Course Description and Objectives

Many of us get most of our news online. We live in a digital and analog age, and writing can no longer be restricted to the printed page. In order to work on your writing, especially the types of writing that attempt to sway an audience—which is our working definition of “rhetoric”—you must adapt your writing to better mesh with the digital frameworks in which your audiences consume and distribute information.

Consequently, your course in first-year Rhetoric and Composition has been adapted to a digital medium called “wiki,” which is an interactive World Wide Web–based format for creating and managing multimedia (writing, images, sound, etc.) communication. Wiki allows readers the power of editing the author’s words, images, and whatever else s/he posts online with ease. This emphasis on and ease of revision creates a sense of shared responsibility for the betterment of writing posted on the wiki. By fostering respectful collaboration in a hyperlinked writing community, the wiki interface will help you to improve your written work and help you assist your classmates and peers write better. You will learn by teaching others “best writing practices,” and will benefit from the same collaborative framework to improve your own rhetorical composition.

At the end of the semester, everyone will learn different types of writing for different audiences, and will employ appropriate textual strategies for each rhetorical situation. In short, English 15 students will become more sophisticated symbolic analysts. 

Formally, you will learn:

1.  Agents and actions: Is there an agent and an action in every sentence? (e.g., proper use of active vs. passive voice)

2.  Old information to new information: Does each sentence move from old information to new? (Information flow)

3.  Do students argue for a consistent thesis? (Rhetorical term is “Enthymeme”: statement and claim, plus reasons for claim)

4.  Does argument consider, develop and respond to counter-arguments? (Responding to audience)

5.  Has student worked with an editor to revise spelling, grammar, medium and format? (Process: writing as a collaborative process incorporating input from peers and instructor)

Required Text

Penn Statements. Penn State University Rhetoric and Composition Program, Department of English. 2005

Course Requirements
To pass this course you must do the following three things: 
1. Complete all six major assignments: five short papers and one final paper.

2. Complete all homework assignments (reading and writing). 

3. Actively participate as both reader and writer in draft workshops, argument workshops, in-class exercises, and classroom discussions. 

Completion—on time—of all assignments including the five major rhetorical writing assignments and the successful completion of a final project: All assignments must be submitted in order to pass the course, even if a “paper” receives an F for lateness. Not posting ANY or ALL of the drafts and final versions by their specified due dates will lower your final class grade, and might mean failing the course if the lateness or incompletion of the assignment(s) is serious, chronic, or both.

In order to be complete, not only the final version but also the draft must be put up on your blog and brought to class by the specified due dates (check ASSIGNMENT CALENDAR). If the draft or final copy is not posted on your blog on time, the assignment will be docked one letter grade per class day that it is late.  

Each assignment must be submitted on your blog, which will be one of the pages on the class wiki (http://dothewritething.pbwiki.com). Don’t forget to save everything on your own computer/disk, and keep original versions in electronic form.
Active participation in class: Active participation in the course involves completing all reading assignments to prepare for in-class discussion. This class is solely discussion-driven: active participation and faultless attendance are expected and required. 

Assessment

All assignments will be assessed based on the English department’s grading standards for this course.  These standards can be found online at the department’s homepage under writing programs (http://english.la.psu.edu/undergraduate/freshwriting/engl015.htm#Grading%20Standards).  

I will determine final grades for the course given the following guidelines:

Blogs, Class Participation, and Attendance: 25 percent (Have the blogs been written? Do they respond rhetorically and in a timely fashion to the course and other bloggers? Does student have 3 or more unexcused absences? Does student ever speak in class? Does participation help move discussion forward, or is it tangential? etc.) 

5 Major Argument Assignments: 10 percent each, for a total of 50 percent 

Final Project (10–12 page “paper”): 25 percent 

Attendance
Attendance is crucial for our course, which depends on active involvement in class discussion. Certainly, illness and personal situations do arise. Consequently, excused absences are sometimes necessary. If for any reason you are unable to attend class, you are responsible for contacting me to make the appropriate accommodations. Up to three such absences are permissible.  

More than 3 unexcused absences will significantly lower your participation grade. Moreover, university policy (Policies and Rules, 42-27) states that a student with excessive absences “run[s] the risk of receiving a lower grade or a failing grade.” Again, this is a discussion-oriented class; failure to show up takes away from your fellow students’ chances to learn, and diminishes your own opportunity to get the most out of this course.

Office Hours
My office is an extension of class time. Use it as such during my office hours. I am also more than happy to arrange an appointment at another time if necessary. Please come and talk to me about any concerns or questions. Come talk more in depth about your ideas, your writing, your problems, or our classroom discussions. 

While conferences are optional, one meeting in my office is required—to discuss your final project.  

The Writing Center
The University Writing Center (http://www.psu.edu/dept/cew/writingcenter/UWC/index2.htm; 219 Boucke) is another excellent resource for one-on-one help. The Center provides tutoring in writing throughout the semester. You can make an appointment to talk about your writing in depth, at any stage in the writing process. I strongly urge you to employ writing center assistance with all of your major assignments!

Academic Integrity
Academic integrity is of utmost importance in creating a classroom that is friendly, challenging, and respectful of everyone. Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated—including (but not limited to) plagiarism, cheating, citing fabricated information, representing the work of others as your own, or facilitating academic dishonesty by others. The penalty for engaging in academic dishonesty will involve failing the assignment and rewriting it. The case may also be referred to the College Committee on Academic Integrity, resulting in academic probation, suspension, or expulsion.

If you are at all uncertain as to whether an action is ethical, discuss the situation with me, either in class or privately. Also, a discussion of plagiarism can be found on the department website at (http://english.la.psu.edu/undergraduate/freshwriting/engl015.htm#Plagiarism).  

Student Abilities Notice
University policy, as well as my ethics as an instructor, ensures all qualified people with disabilities equal access to programs, facilities, and admissions. If you need any type of accommodation for successful participation in our course, please let me know as soon as possible.

